Histologic patterns of lung infiltration of B-cell, T-cell, and Hodgkin lymphomas.
Secondary lung infiltration by lymphomas occurs frequently. To our knowledge, however, no recent studies have attempted to discriminate histologic patterns of lung infiltration in the lymphoma subtypes. We retrospectively evaluated the frequency of lung infiltration and the respective infiltration patterns by lymphomas at autopsy, during an 11-year period. Lymphomas were classified according to the 2001 World Health Organization Classification of hematologic malignancies in B-cell, T-cell, and Hodgkin lymphomas (HLs). In 21,157 autopsies, 414 reports with lymphoma diagnosis were reviewed histologically, and 85 showed lung infiltration (20.5%). We studied 14 HLs, 43 B-cell lymphomas, and 20 T-cell lymphomas. Five infiltration patterns were identified: peribronchial-perivascular, nodular alveolar, interstitial, and pleural. Approximately half of the lymphomas had more than 1 infiltration pattern (mean, 1.7); peribronchial-perivascular and pleural were the most frequent. The frequency of nodular infiltration was larger in HL than in B-cell lymphomas. T-cell lymphomas had a larger frequency of the interstitial infiltration pattern compared with B-cell lymphomas. Recognizing the frequency and patterns of lung infiltration in the light of a more recent classification is certainly useful for physicians dealing with lymphoma diagnostic procedures, such as radiologists and pathologists.